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In mid-April, Brazilian and Colombian officials discussed an array of new cooperation accords,
including the signing of a bilateral free trade pact by the end of 1993. In early May, Brazil's Foreign
Minister, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, will also visit Ecuador for a series of talks over bilateral trade
accords with that country. The five members of the Andean Pact Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador,
Peru, and Bolivia have informally proposed a bilateral trade accord between the Andean Pact and
Brazil. The proposal is still in the planning stages and Brazil has not formally responded yet. But
in the meantime, Brazil is forging closer trade ties with some of the Andean countries as a first
step toward multilateral trade agreements in the future. April 13-16, Colombia's Foreign Minister,
Noemi Sanin, toured Brazil for a round of talks with federal and state government officials the first
official visit by a Colombian foreign minister in 23 years. Sanin met with President Itamar Franco
and high-level cabinet officials and signed a broad joint declaration with her counterpart, Henrique
Cardoso. The declaration enthusiastically praises the hemisphere-wide movement toward free
trade and calls on all countries in Latin America to continue to tear down trade barriers to broaden
the intra-regional flow of goods, capital, investments, services, technology, and information. More
specifically, the declaration commits both countries to accelerate negotiations to sign a bilateral
trade pact by next December, when President Franco plans to visit Colombia. Bilateral trade
between the two nations totaled US$450 million in 1992, and both governments hope to substantially
increase the value once an accord is in place. Any future pact, however, would have to include
measures to improve the trade balance, since Colombia registered a negative US$280 million
balance last year, according to Colombian officials. Among other accords, the foreign ministers
agreed to jointly coordinate efforts to improve world market prices for coffee, given the failure to
reach a new international coffee agreement between producer and consumer countries at the last
meeting of the International Coffee Organization (ICO) in London in late March. In addition, both
nations agreed to petition the other six members of the Amazonian Cooperation Treaty (Tratado de
Cooperacion Amazonica, TCA) Bolivia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Surinam, and Venezuela to approve
a "permanent secretariat" stationed in Brazil to better coordinate the group's environmental
protection and cooperation policies. At present, the TCA's directorate and headquarters are rotated
every two years. Meanwhile, from April 29 to May 2, Henrique Cardoso will visit Ecuador to discuss
a possible bilateral trade pact with that country, although Ecuadoran officials say the proposal for
Brazil to negotiate a free trade accord with the entire bloc of Andean pact countries will also be
reviewed. In particular, Ecuador hopes to obtain some concessions from Brazil to improve its trade
balance. Last year, Brazilian exports to Ecuador totalled about US$200 million, compared to only US
$20 million in Ecuadoran imports. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/13/93, 04/14/93; Spanish news
service EFE, 04/14/93, 04/15/93)
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